
 

 

Appendix 1 

 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 22 February 2012 

 

Transcript: Mayor’s Oral Update 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can I ask now the Mayor to provide us with an oral update of up to five 

minutes on matters occurring since the publication of the report. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you so much, Jennette.  Since we last met, Members of 

the Assembly will know that we have seen the launch of a big new operation against gangs in London.  

The Metropolitan Police Service has dedicated 1,000 officers to that task of tackling gang crime in 

London.  Nineteen priority boroughs will now have a dedicated gang crime taskforce to deal with local 

gang crime. 

 

Secondly, you will have seen that, thanks to the lobbying of the Deputy Mayor for Policing and the 

Mayor’s Office of Policing and Crime, and indeed everybody in City Hall, we are successful in being 

able to announce the launch of the first sobriety scheme here in London to reduce drink-related 

offences and crack down on alcohol abuse.  I think that is a considerable advance for the city. 

 

You will have seen that on 10 February we announced the Homes Energy Efficiency programme that 

had reached a milestone of 40,000 homes, saving an estimated £4 million off bills.  Although, as I am 

sure Members of the Assembly will be keen to point out, there is more to do.  I point out that that was 

far more than was done under the previous administration by a factor of about 40.  I think it is a 

considerable achievement by everybody involved.  This is a real and practical way of bringing down 

fuel bills that average £180 per Band D household.  That is an important step forward. 

 

We have announced, of course, regeneration and improvements in the urban realm in Hillingdon, 

Ruislip Manor and Northwood Hills.  We have successfully planted 10,000 street trees, thereby 

fulfilling yet another promise.  We have put the first of six new trams on the Croydon tram link, 

wonderful, fantastic machines that they are.  It has been likened in its relation to the old trams like a 

Jaguar to a Ford Mondeo.  I think that was the comparison and an example of the kind of investment 

in London’s transport infrastructure.  We need to preserve and keep investing in it.  It will drive jobs 

and growth in Croydon, which I know is a part of London that Val [Valerie Shawcross, AM] cares about 

deeply, and it will add considerably to our transport network. 

 

Also, we completed the first step of the orbital Overground network and that will be a fantastic 

addition to transport in London providing an orbital rail network in the city for the first time.  Again, 

the kind of programme that would be put at risk by rash cuts in transport budgets. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Mr Biggs, can you raise a point of order rather than interrupting. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  He was asked to update us on developments since his written report.  Is he saying 

that he has opened a railway in the last three days? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It took place on 16 February. 

 

John Biggs (AM):  Is he simply engaging in a party political broadcast? 



 

 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can we just understand that Londoners have expectations of us.  If the 

Mayor can be allowed to finish and if the Mayor will reflect on the question that I have put on him; it 

is an update since his report to us. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, of course. 

 

John Biggs (AM): The point is it is not an update. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  I do not want any Members to be interrupting this morning, because it is 

totally unsatisfactory. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I can appreciate that it is gall and wormwood for them to hear 

the things that we are investing in and the improvements that we are making, but this took place on 

16 February.  It falls within the stipulated time period and it is a major advance for this city. 

 

Finally, I should point out a couple of things that are of relevance to Members.  There is an Olympic 

security exercise taking place today, of which I am sure you are all aware.  I do not propose to say very 

much more about it at this stage.  Obviously, it is vital for the smooth running of the Games. 

 

Secondly, Dee [Dee Doocey AM] has asked for an oral update on Olympic ticketing following the 

Assembly’s excellent report [the report of the Economy, Culture and Sport Committee entitled ‘Sold 

Out’].  All I can say is that I fully share the desire of the Assembly for transparency.  The short answer 

to your question, Dee, is yes, we will be raising this at the Olympic Board. 

 

Dee Doocey (AM):  Mr Mayor, good morning.  I am very, very pleased that you are backing us and 

that you will be raising it at the Olympic Board.  This is in direct contrast to the comments made by 

the Minister for Sport and the Olympics [Hugh Robertson MP] who, for some reason that I do not 

quite understand, seems to think that it is OK for London Organising Committee of the Olympic 

Games (LOCOG) to not give the information on what tickets have been sold at what price points to 

the public until after all of the tickets have been sold.  LOCOG has been doing everything in its power 

to not answer the questions that the Committee has put to it.  It has cited things like data protection, 

which does not stack up because we are not asking for individual information.  They have said client 

confidentiality, which also does not stack up. 

 

What it is trying to do and what the Minister seems to be backing it in is to say that it will give the 

information, but not until the next million tickets have gone on sale.  The point that the Assembly is 

making is that we want to absolutely be sure that the public has what it was promised, ie affordable 

tickets to the Games.  If we do not have the information until after they have sold all the tickets, it will 

be too late to do anything about it.  We really need this now, so if you could do everything in your 

power, perhaps talk to the other Board members in advance of the Board meeting, to try to force 

them to give us this information, because if they have nothing to hide - and I am sure they do not - I 

simply do not understand why they do not produce the information.  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, absolutely, by all means.  What LOCOG says is that it 

does not want to release the details until the issuing of the tickets is complete.  I can see a certain 

logic in that in the sense that you would have the full picture, but certainly I feel that Londoners and 

indeed the whole country wants to see fairness and transparency in these tickets.  The grim truth is 



 

 

that the Olympic ticketing system and Olympic tickets are a cruel engine of disappointment.  They are 

just going to be that way.  Every grown-up in this country accepts that.  We understand.  There is a 

massive excess of demand relative to the supply. 

 

We want to make sure that as many people as possible who are paying through their taxes, through 

their precept, for the Olympics can go to those Games. 

 

Dee Doocey (AM):  We are putting our faith in you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is why I will be urging the Olympic Board that we open it 

up.  I remind you, Dee, that this mayoralty secured 125,000 free tickets, which are being distributed in 

their hundreds now to schools across London.  That is something, at least, to encourage participation 

in sport and to give every school in the city a sense that it is sharing in the Games. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Mr Mayor, I welcome what you said just now about the Croydon tram, 

because I know that my colleague Steve O’Connell was with you that day. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Mr Biggs does not like it. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  I am amazed.  We most certainly like it in South London, both in Croydon and 

in Merton, because of course Wimbledon is one end of that line.  Can I welcome, apart from the new 

trains, what was said at your visit to Croydon about the extension of the platform at Wimbledon and 

the dual tracking between Mitcham and Mitcham Junction.  In addition, Mr Mayor, yesterday at the 

Transport Committee, we heard from the Head of Rail Planning at Transport for London (TfL), 

Mr Hobbs, that in the future there may be a possibility to extend the tram link from Wimbledon 

through Morden across St Helier to Sutton, which is something we would very much welcome.  Can I 

ask that in your next mayoralty, in the next four years, you make sure that the money is there in TfL 

to provide that new link? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Dick.  With your experience as a transport minister, 

you know how vital it is to keep transport investment flowing.  The fatal mistake is to choke that off 

through panic measures, short-term measures, and fail to make investment of the kind that London 

needs.  We will certainly look at those kinds of extensions, if we can afford it. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Can I just remind Members that we have a duty to inform the public as 

well.  Just to be clear, the Mayor does not have an automatic continuation of his mayoralty.  First, he 

has to win an election. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  We have no doubt he will. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  If Members can keep the campaigning to the doorsteps and to their 

constituencies that would be helpful this morning.  

 


